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1.0 Introduction – reflections concerning church schools and their purpose 
 

The Christian Gospel says that every person has a unique task to do, with God, and for God, 
whether they know it or not.  

Our school, founded on the principles of that Gospel, seeks to be a place where the entire 
atmosphere is pervaded by the conviction that there is something mysterious, and potentially 
wonderful, in everybody. 

We believe that a context of firm principles, suffused by faith and love, is the best and right 
basis for that learning and growing to happen.  

It doesn’t mean that everyone involved has to share the same theology or philosophy; but we 
strive to create a sense that people are worth spending time with, that people need time to 
grow and that they need loving attention.  

We do this by forming people who have the moral strength and spiritual depth to hold to a 
course and weather ups and downs; by forming people who know that economic competition is 
not more important than family life and love of neighbour; that technical innovation is not 
more important than reverence for the beauty of creation; who are not embarrassed by the 
great questions of life and death, meaning and truth.  

We hold together steadfast faith and generous hospitality and so build a school that is able to 
honour God and also honour people of all faiths or no faith at all. 
 

2.0 Pupil Characteristics 
 
Pupils who are developing spiritually are likely to develop some or all of the following 
characteristics: 
 
 A sense of awe and wonder in the world; of being “alive”; of creation 
 Make and managing personal relationships (friendship and trust); deal with relationships 

that go wrong; understand that bad as well as good things can happen, (resilience) 
 Showing love through: selflessness, compassion, forgiveness, justice, empathy & sympathy 
 Begin to consider the bigger questions of life and death, truth and meaning 
 
This will be achieved by: 
 
 Giving pupils the opportunity to explore values and beliefs, including religious beliefs 
 Giving pupils the opportunity to explore human feelings and emotions 
 Promoting teaching styles which: 

o Encourage pupils to relate their learning to a wider frame of reference by asking 
question of the world in terms of Why, How and Where 

o Value pupils’ questions and give them space for their own thoughts, ideas and 
concerns 

 Familiarity with the Christian Faith, its belief system and moral code that: 
o Values each person and their contributions (thinking of others first) 
o Recognises and addresses our mistakes and weaknesses (being humble) 
o Has a creator God at its centre and Jesus as its role model 
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3.0 Examples of classroom and whole school strategies 
 
Spirituality is the key to a person’s perception of life, it is a core element of our schools ethos 
and, therefore, should be an integral part of whole school education. Some examples could 
include: 
 
 Circle Time e.g. as a forum for expression of personal feelings 
 Class worship, which can build a sense of belonging 
 Collective Worship: including worship of God; prayer, praise, reflection and readings 
 The school prayer 
 Reading from the Bible 
 JIGSAW (Jesus In Games Stories and Worship – lunchtime club) 
 Providing time for reflection  
 Time for confidential support and opportunities for children to communicate with their 

teacher or other trusted adult. 
 Peer Mentoring 
 School charity days 
 School field trips to local church or cathedral, etc 
 Services at St Stephens Church 
 Being a link with a Christian school in another country 
 Creative use of the school environment: e.g.: Christian Symbolism around the building; 

verses from the bible on the walls, a reflection areas in school, access to the Bible/Christian 
story books 

 Prayer Space 
 

4.0 Key Christian Texts 
 
Within a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School we should expect that our pupils 
become familiar with some of the great statements of Christian belief and worship especially 
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ including:  
 
 The Lord’s prayer (traditional & modern versions) 
 Jesus’ summary of the law, (Matthew 22:34-40) 
 The ten commandments 
 A mix of traditional and modern hymns 
 The Church Calendar, Festivals, Saints Days 
 The school has a Bible verse to reference the school’s core values 

 

5.0 Related Policies  

 
 Mission Statement  
 Collective Worship 
 School Ethos - Instrument of Government 
 School Development Plan  
 
 
  


